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From: Sablad, Elizabeth
Sent: Thursday, March 13, 2014 7:49 AM
To: Stuber, Robyn
Subject: FW: Hawaii News Clips: Honolulu Says It Will Fight New Rules For Sewage Treatment 

(HDOH water quality standards requirements)

Thought you might find this interesting. Here we go! 
 
-Elizabeth 
 
Elizabeth Sablad 
NPDES Permits Office 
U.S. EPA Region 9 
75 Hawthorne St. (WTR-5) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
(415) 972-3044 
sablad.elizabeth@epa.gov 
 
From: Higuchi, Dean  
Sent: Wednesday, March 12, 2014 4:12 PM 
To: Albright, David; Anderson, Julie; Appleton, Zac; Ardito, Michael; Armann, Steve; Barton, Dana; Blumenfeld, Jared; 
Bose, Laura; Bromley, Eugene; Calanog, Steve; Caplan, Robert W.; Chow, Eugenia; Demorest, Allen; Drake, Kerry; 
Eberhardt, Doug; Filart, Cheryl; Fondahl, Lauren; Ford, Roy; Gomes, Janis; Greenberg, Ken; Grisier, Mary; Guerra, Gary; 
Gullatt, Kristin; Hanf, Lisa; Hashimoto, Janet; Hiatt, Gerald; Higuchi, Dean; Hood, Timonie; Jones, Joel E.; Kahakui, Kahi; 
Kemmerer, John; Lawrence, Kathryn; Leon-Guerrero, Ephraim; Li, Corine; Licata, Juanita; Lincoff, Andy; Macler, Bruce; 
Manzanilla, Enrique; Miller, Amy; Moore, Kathi; Ota, Allan; Polanco, Susan; Pollins, Mark; Pringle, Everett; Priselac, 
Adrienne; Rao, Kate; Robberson, Bill; Rogow, Michelle; Roser, Sara; Ross, Brian; Schmidt, David; Scott, Jeff; Schultz, 
Frances; Sheehan, Eileen; Smith, DavidW; Strauss, Alexis; Stuber, Robyn; Ueno, Karen; Vendlinski, Tim; Wiltse, Wendy; 
Woo, Nancy; Young, Marvin; Johnson, Kathleen; Maier, Brent; Gentile, Laura; Arcaute, Francisco; PerezSullivan, Margot; 
Sylls, Gene; Yogi, David; McCarroll, John; Wolfram, Michael; Lee, Michael; Scott, Norwood; Goldstein, Carl; Fernandez, 
Daniel; Lopez, Mariela; Richman, Lance; Jackson, Julia; VonVacano, Marcela; MURRAY, SHARON; Katzin, Marcy; Mechem, 
Russell; Mann, Michael; KUO, LYNN; Shaffer, Caleb; Mowrey, Marc; McDaniel, Doug; Vitulano, Karen; Ueno, Karen; 
Lichens, Christopher; Mues, Pascal; Villanueva, Morena; Byous, Eric; Kermish, Laurie; Magnuson, Janet; Sablad, 
Elizabeth; Arora, Pankaj; frankrabauliman@deq.gov.mp; reinacamacho@deq.gov.mp; Busterud, Gretchen; Chesnutt, 
John; Merer, Joe; Mogharabi, Nahal; 'tjonick@sga-inc.net'; Kabei, Arlene; Tyahla, Stephen; Amato, Paul; Slay, Hudson; 
LEVIN, NANCY; Glenn, William; Schechter, Debbie; Moffatt, Brett; Keener, Bill; ZIFF, SARA; Richmond, Dawn; COHEN, 
Deborra; Zito, Kelly; Jones, Lucrina; Brush, Jason; Cook, Anna-Marie; Konner, Thomas; PERKINS, SUSANNE; Callado, 
Jinky; Konner, Thomas; PERKINS, SUSANNE; Fleming, Megan; bfpollock@yahoo.com; Rodriguez, Roberto; Barkett, 
Bonnie; Plenys, Thomas; Kennedy, John; Henderson, Alita; Pratt, Kristen; Wedell, Kelly; Gambatese, Jason; Karlson, 
Kristine; Diamond, Jane; Ty, Fatima; Gholson, Greg; Pallarino, Bob; Linder, Steven; Glosson, Niloufar 
Subject: Hawaii News Clips: Honolulu Says It Will Fight New Rules For Sewage Treatment (HDOH water quality 
standards requirements) 
 

Honolulu Says It Will Fight New Rules For Sewage Treatment 

By Sophie Cocke 03/12/2014 Civil Beat 

Honolulu’s Department of Environmental Services says that it’s facing billions of dollars in improvements to 
three sewage treatment plants if new environmental requirements mandated by the state Department of Health 
are allowed to go into effect — and it’s planning to fight them. 
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Some of the requirements are “ridiculous,” Lori Kahikina, director of the city’s environmental services 
department told members of the City Council’s Budget Committee during a Tuesday hearing to review the 
department’s proposed fiscal year 2015 budget. "So we are working with the corporation counsel and 
corporation counsel will hire a private attorney to fight this.” 

The department has set aside $100,000 for potential legal costs for the upcoming fiscal year.  

The costs for sewage improvements would likely be passed on to Oahu ratepayers, city officials said. 

Gary Gill, deputy director of environmental health for the state health department, said in an email that the 
department “looks forward to working with the City & County as they exercise their right under the law to 
contest the permits.” 

Kahikina said that the permits for the city’s Sand Island, Kailua and Honouliuli sewage treatment plants are up 
for renewal and the state health department is imposing stricter water quality standards that regulate effluent 
levels. The city would have to put in place new equipment and technology in order to comply. 

New permit conditions for the Kailua plant were supposed to go into effect last month, she told Civil Beat, but 
state health officials agreed to extend the deadline to later this month.  

Similar permit conditions are expected to be required for the Sand Island and Honouliuli sewage plants in 
coming months. 

Kahikina said that the stricter sewage rules are better suited for mainland states.  

“We are different from the mainland," she said. "So we are a huge ocean, so it gets diluted and nobody swims at 
200 feet, two miles out.” 

The stricter state requirements would be in addition to a massive 2010 settlement with the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency that requires the city to upgrade its aging sewer lines and install secondary treatment 
facilities at Sand Island and Honouliuli. The federal requirements are expected to cost the city more than a 
billion dollars through 2035.  

Mayor Kirk Caldwell has budgeted $270 million next fiscal year to cover the sewage costs. 

 


